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The Gospel of the Talents

Good morning Brothers and Sisters in Christ. May the blessings of Jesus 
Christ enter deeply into all of our hearts this morning, and help us to desire, and 
to do things, that are pleasing to Him. May His sacrifice for our sakes stir up a 
responsive gratefulness of our own disposition towards Him and towards each 
other. Amen.

I would like to know how many of you looked up my sermon from 2012 on 
the second Commandment? Those who did will have a much better background 
for understanding today’s sermon.

But before I begin my remarks about the second Commandment, there is 
something from last week that I would like to clear up. It was with a certain 
deliberate defiance of current public sentiment that I spoke of many non-
Christian religious beliefs and ideologies as being “bad religion”. I did so because I 
believe it is vital for us as Orthodox Christians to recognize the harmful effects 
that “false gods” and untruths have on our fellow human beings and upon all 
human societies. Without this discernment we will not be able to guard ourselves 
or our loved ones from the corrosive mental, moral and social pollution that flows 
from these “false gods”. All of this must be seen in the context of the first 
Commandment and should be understood in the sense of helping us, the New 
Israel, to “have no other gods”.

We as Christians, however, need to be careful lest our discernment turn to 
egotistic disparagement of others. We have no authorization to mock, insult or in 
any way behave disrespectfully to people who may, often with good intentions, 
hold to ‘strange gods’. This does not mean that we soft-pedal our arguments or 
keep quiet about our convictions. Civility and mutual respect are not inconsistent 
with candor, directness and even bluntness. However we are compelled by our 
faith to love our enemies. Take for example the fact that as Christians we believe 
that it is morally and socially vital to protect unborn children from violent killing 
by abortion. That is putting the matter plainly, even bluntly. I have not however, 



bashed or insulted those who believe differently, that such protection is 
somehow a violation of women’s freedom and equality. We can state our case 
quite effectively without resorting to anything like that.

This leads me nicely into the main subject of today’s sermon – the second 
Commandment. I think you will see that those who hold the later view about 
abortion have established for themselves an idol, a “false god” that must be 
worshipped; that is placed above all other considerations. They have, knowingly 
or unknowingly, joined what one writer has called the cult of the “imperial self”, a 
bad religion.

Those who read my previous sermon on the second Commandment - the 
commandment against idolatry – will recall that the dictionary definition of 
idolatry is not only “the worship of a physical object as a god,” but also 
“immoderate attachment or devotion to something, to love or admire to excess”. 
I also pointed out that it is often good, even noble things that we substitute for 
God – something good in its right use and place that sets itself up as the ultimate 
good. Things like love of children or family, love of nature, beauty, country, ethnic 
group, even religions. That is what Jesus is referring to when He says that “He 
who loves mother or father, wife or children, lands or possessions more than me 
is not worthy of me”.

Lastly I pointed out that when people make a lesser good into a god, it does 
not remain good. When we pervert the order of things that God has established, 
worshiping someone or something other than the true God, we make that person 
or thing an idol, turning something good into something bad.

A good example of this is the previously mentioned “cult of the imperial 
self”, C.I.S. for short. This cult makes an idol of human freedom, turning one of 
God’s greatest gifts to humanity into a justification for ungoverned ‘self’ 
expression. The idol/god of this cult goes by the name ‘Me’, (thus the ‘Me’ 
generation). 

The basic idea of this “bad religion” is a complete reversal of the traditional 
idea of man as a rational soul, with both the ability and the responsibility of 



governing his or her desires and passions. According to C.I.S., all there is in people 
is a self, an existence, a ‘Me’. This self, the real me, is identified, not with reason 
but with our desires. Reason cannot tell us what we should want but can only 
serve the desires by helping us get what we want.

Therefore, human fulfillment consists, not of self-mastery or acquiring 
virtue, but in liberating ourselves, our desires and passions, from limitations, 
inhibitions and hang-ups, (mostly imposed on us by others), that impede our ‘self-
expression’. It also often includes social activism aimed at removing any societal 
impediments, (institutional ‘injustices’ and prejudices), to our freedom of self-
expression.

Of course this is insane. I do not mean this as an insult but rather as a 
statement of fact. Sanity is normally determined by the ability to determine right
from wrong. For the followers of ‘me’ there are no absolute standards of right or 
wrong. This opens the door to relativistic insanity.

Returning to my introductory remarks, we can perhaps now see a bit more 
clearly how good, well intentioned people can nonetheless reach a point of 
human insensitivity and moral confusion that they can end up approving the mass 
killing of unborn children on the basis of human rights. They have made for 
themselves idols, ideological idols in this instance and idolatry of any kind has 
always proven to be harmful both for the individuals and for societies.

The gist of the second Commandment speaks to this great truth.

And what about us, Brothers and Sisters?  Have we really overthrown the 
idol ‘me’ in ourselves? What really has the power to shape and determine our 
thoughts, feelings and behavior? Is it God’s standard or is it our untempered 
desires and passions?

We pray often in our Church services, “teach me Thy statues”. Are we 
actively working to not only learn what God’s statutes are but also how to live in 
accordance with them? This study should be our first priority as Christians and it 
is a study that is never finished or perfected in this life. Every one of us has been 
given the gift of rational intelligence, the talent, if you will, of the ability to 



reason, to think about things and to learn. Let us invest this talent wisely in the 
study of God’s revelation of reality to humanity. And let us beware of burying that 
talent in the earth of deliberate slothful ignorance, in knowledge only of worldly 
things or, even worse, in the false doctrines of idolatry. And, please, try to 
prepare for next week by study of my previous sermon on the third 
Commandment.

Here at the end of my sermon today I would like to read for you the text of 
the second Commandment, from the book of Exodus. According to the Prophet 
Moses these are the very words of Christ Himself.

“You shall not make for yourself an idol or a likeness of anything in heaven 
above or in the earth beneath or in the waters under the earth. You shall not bow 
down to them or serve them. For I, the Lord your God am a jealous God, 
recompensing the sins of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands to those who 
love me and keep my Commandments.

Amen 


