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The Feast of Pentecost celebrates not only the Descent of the Holy Spirit upon 
Christ’s disciples. The Church, also, has always recognized this event to be the 
culmination of God’s Self-Revelation to humanity. This Sunday is, therefore, also, 
called “Trinity Sunday”. The Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit is at once 
the most foundational and at the same time, most difficult of all Christian 
doctrines. The Church humbly call this a ‘Mystery’.

      For Christians, such as ourselves, the Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the
disciples and His subsequent indwelling of the Church throughout history might 
best be understood by a comparison to marriage. Marriage is, also, called a 
Mystery by the Orthodox and has been used since St. Paul himself as a metaphor 
for the union between God and man that was initiated at the Apostolic Pentecost 
almost two thousand years ago. This union is perpetually renewed through the 
baptism and chrismation of every Orthodox believer. Each Christian is, thus, 
drawn into the intimate Life of the Divine Trinity through this spiritual indwelling.
Another metaphor used to express this Mystery is that of adoption into a family.    
But what a family!

      Today, for the first time since Pascha, the Church sings its great hymn to the 
Holy Spirit, “O Heavenly King”. This hymn is sung at the beginning of virtually 
every Orthodox Church service during the year except during Pascha and the 
Ascension when it is replaced by the hymns for these feasts. Here on the Feast of 
Pentecost let’s reflect a bit on this wonderful prayer so that when we sing and hear 
it we may do so with a greater awareness and a greater gladness.
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“O Heavenly King”

The Holy Spirit is a Person not an impersonal power or life force. He is a heavenly 
Person, co-ruler of the created universe.

“Comforter, Spirit of Truth”

Think of it! This is God Himself coming down to us to console us and to heal us of 
the untruths that are the cause of our suffering.

“Who are everywhere present and fillest all things”

We recognize that by His Life the Holy Spirit sustains the entire creation.

“Treasury of Good Gifts”

The Good Gifts of the Holy Spirit have to do with the nature of the created order. 
To each creature He bestows and sustains its particular nature. This includes the 
true undistorted nature of humanity.

“Come and abide in us”

Only human beings have the freedom to accept or to reject the full potential of 
their existence. In this prayer, we exercise that freedom, inviting God to indwell 
our hearts.

“And cleanse us of all impurity”

The result of our self-willed rejection of Communion with God has been the 
pollution of our inner world with half-truths, untruths, and destructive passions. 
These must be expelled, like legion, if we are ever to come into our right minds.

“And save our souls, O Good One.”
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Here is the cry of the person who has recognized the truth of his or her fall from 
Blessedness, who understands that salvation consists of curing causes rather than 
avoiding consequences.

      This wonderful prayer, coming as it does at the beginning of every Church 
service and in our private prayers, sets forth, again and again the central aspiration 
of our spiritual work as Christians. Simply put , this work is to maintain develop 
and grow in our personal relationship with God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Only by so doing, can our own humanity be gradually restored to something closer 
to what God intended it to be. The living experience of the Holy Trinity is made 
possible by the Holy Spirit, Who cries within our hearts, “Abba, Father” and 
makes our Communion with Christ the Son possible at every Divine Liturgy.          

      It is very important that we understand this emphasis. That, at its root, 
Christianity is about a transformative relationship between persons. In this modern 
age of ours it is vital. Modernity has a powerful tendency to de-personalize Truth, 
even to the point of de-personalizing persons. Beneath the surface of a seemingly 
successful and thriving modern civilization, terrible things are stirring. The 20th

century, alone, witnessed, in the name of ‘progress’, such a slaughter of human 
beings that the barbarisms of the ancient world look pale by comparison.          
Those who seriously believe that the ‘brave new world’of a society ‘liberated’ 
from the outdated constraints of a Christian world view, will be more loving, kind, 
just and peaceful are appallingly blind to the tendencies of human nature.

      There is, however, something of a silver lining in this looming cloud of sub-
humanity. It is possible that the relentless assault on Christianity by the modernists 
will inspire Christians to do some serious soulsearching, something we all tend to 
put off as long as possible. Sort of like house cleaning that doesn’t get done until 
the prospect of houseguests or in-laws arriving forces us to make some serious 
extra effort, or an IRS audit. One might hope that perhaps the challenges of 
modernism will shake us out of our complaisancies. Prosecution has always had a 
way of achieving this for the Church. It is like that with all relationships. It is the 
shared hardships that bring us closest to one another. It is in those hard times that 
we recognize how much we need each other.
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      Over these next ‘Weeks after Pentecost’ we will, among other things, reflect 
upon what exactly it is that we ‘need’ from God. Never has a society needed God 
more than this one and never has a society been more blind to that need than this 
one. Americans are fat (literally) and sassy (disrespectful of others). We will need 
the boldness of the Holy Spirit if we are to undertake our apostolic responsibilities 
as witnesses of the Good News. We will, also, need the Holy Spirit’s help in 
finding a way to speak to our societyin a language that it can understand instead of 
stubbornly insisting that it learn ours. One of the greatest dangers for our Church 
lies in the temptation to retreat behind the walls of ‘tradition’. Trying to preserve 
the Faith from the very people who need it most.

      Here on this great day, let us remember that our Church is always ‘apostolic’. 
That is a true today as it was almost two thousand years ago when a small group of 
men, women and children, became the first flowering of the only really ‘new’ age 
that the world will ever know. We. too, have been blessed to participate in this 
liberation and transfiguration of humanity. 

Glory be to God for all things. 


