
The text is Galatians 1:11-19. 
 
        "The Gospel which was preached by me is not according to man,” says St Paul in his 
Epistle to the Galatian churches. "I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came 
through the revelation of Jesus Christ." Strong words. 
 
         We might wonder and ask, "Why did the Apostle believe that it was necessary to begin his 
letter with such a strong re-assertion of the Divine source of his teaching?" He personally 
founded these communities. They are his spiritual children in the Gospel. What has been 
happening now that St Paul has moved on in his apostolic journeying? 
 
         To learn the answer to such questions we will need to know about one of the biggest 
problems faced by the newly forming Christian communities during the First Century. The 
Question was basically this: were the Gentile followers of Jesus and His Apostles now required 
to become Jews or not? Jesus was a Jew. All of his Apostles were Jews. They preached that 
Jesus was the Messiah of the Jews in Jewish Synagogues and worshiped in the Jewish Temple, 
where only Jews could enter. Yet, right from the beginning, after Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
began to touch such "righteous" Gentiles as Cornelius and his entire family. Not only that but St. 
Peter is shown a vision revealing all foods to now be "clean", contrary to the strict Jewish dietary 
laws. Then along comes a zealous leader of the Pharisees, Saul, who begins to tell everyone that 
he is now Paul and has been appointed by Jesus himself to be the Apostle to the Gentiles and 
that these Gentiles do not have to be circumcised or keep the Jewish covenant with God. 
 
         This was radical stuff indeed and completely unacceptable to people whose piety was 
totally wrapped up in their identity as people chosen by God whose protection and favor to them 
was dependent on their obedience to that covenant. The Jews could not even enter the house of 
a Gentile without becoming "unclean", let alone eat with such people. Their intransigence about 
such things made them both unwilling and unable to become part of multi-cultural Rome to the 
extent that Rome had to maintain permanent strong garrisons in Palestine, not to guard the 
border but to deal with constant Jewish revolts and riots. These were often the result of 
offended Jewish piety. Within a few years of Paul's letter to the Galatians the Romans will have 
had enough of this and will send an army to deal with these people. Under the General Titus this 
army will destroy the city of Jerusalem so completely that for many years there simply will not be 
such a place at all. The final defeat of the Jews at Masada would result in the enslavement and 
dispersion of virtually all the Jews in Palestine in a massive ethnic cleansing of the entire 
Province. The Jews ceased to exist as a political entity. 
 
         I am telling you all this hoping you will get some idea of the kind of intense feelings 
involved here. At the time of the letter to the Galatians the Jews still did exist as a political entity 
and the Sanhedrin still had it's own police force. These folks were not at all happy about this 
new sect in their midst that was welcoming Gentiles into their membership. The first persecution 
of this new movement was from the Jews. Like Paul himself, before his conversion, officers of 
the Sanhedrin were sent to the various Jewish communities of the Empire with letters of 
authority to arrest leaders and warn the people not to listen to this blasphemous teaching. Such 
officials as well as teachers claiming to be apostles but insisting upon strict observance of the 
Law had arrived in Galatia and were challenging the original teaching of St. Paul. 
 
         Here was a real problem. The Jews regarded their Law as revealed by God and thus non-
negotiable. The answer from St Paul was that his Good News was also a revelation of that same 
God and that the Law was given by God as a "school-master" to prepare the Jews for the 
"fullness of truth" that was to be revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. The Gentile converts 
certainly found this teaching appealing but the Jews had a much harder time with it. By the end 
of the First Century, what had begun as a Jewish sect was well on it's way to becoming a new 



and distinct religion. This sundering of Judaism and Christianity was heated and bitter on both 
sides and left both communities with a deep wound that is still tender even after all these years. 
 
        As I was reflecting upon all of this I found myself with a somewhat surprising but real 
sympathy for those ancient Jewish people. In our Christian histories they are almost always 
pictured as the bad guys. Judaiser and Pharisee are words used as insults and even in our 
liturgical hymns we will sometimes hear about "the wicked Jews" No doubt some Jews were 
indeed wicked, but to swipe a line from Scot's court jester Wamba in the novel Ivanhoe,"For 
every wicked Jew you can show me I will show you a wicked Christian." I suspect that most of 
those people were just trying to be faithful to their God and their cultural heritage, even if we 
believe they were wrong about it. I wonder also how the story of their survival as a People after 
the destruction of National Israel can be instructive and inspiring to we Christians witnessing the 
destruction of Christendom in our own time. 
 
         Although both kinds of Christendom, Eastern and Western, were flawed and imperfect as 
all human societies are, Christendom was based on God - given, timeless values and moral 
truths that tended to lift mankind out of the barbarism of all man-made ideologies and religions. 
The barbarisms of materialism reveal not the promised "progress" but instead a regress. Can the 
killing of over 50 million unborn children be seen by any civilized person as anything but 
barbarism? 
 
         In conclusion I would like to share with you a story from the barbarism of the last century. 
Many people don't realize that it was not just the Nazi's that hated the Jews. Under Communism 
the conditions of Eastern European Jews were very harsh indeed. However, in the 1950's the 
Soviet Union reluctantly recognized the new state of Israel and an Israeli ambassador arrived in 
Moscow. Thousands of Soviet Jews heard about this and filled the streets to hear her. When the 
ambassador came out to speak she was only able to say one thing; " Thank you," she said, 
"thank you for remaining Jews." Her Soviet minder did not let her say any more, but it was 
enough. 
 
         Perhaps Christianity has lost its social and political power, but those things are always 
fleeting. We too, with God's help, must always remain who and what we are - Orthodox 
Christians. And we Will! 
 
         For the Gospel that has been preached to us is not according to man, but it came through 
the revelation of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
	  


