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Good morning and God bless you all.  As we approach the final days of 
preparation for Great Lent, the Triodion sets before us the image of the Last 
Judgment, also called the Second Coming of Christ.  This second coming and final 
judgment is the last chapter of the traditional Christian narrative of the meaning 
and purpose of life.  Likewise, the last clause of the Nicene Creed that all 
Orthodox profess refers also to this event as the culmination of human history 
when we say, “I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the age to 
come.”  We believe that at the time of Christ’s second coming the dead will be 
resurrected and that the fundamental nature of both the world and of man will 
be altered. A “new heaven and a new earth” will be instituted, the “Life of the 
Age to Come.”

The source for this doctrine is the teaching of Jesus himself, such as we 
heard in today’s gospel lesson (Matthew 25: 31-46).  We must be careful to 
remember that this parable is a parable and is not meant to be taken as a ‘literal’ 
description. 

Many people have puzzled over the question of how a God of love can also 
be a God of judgment.  The Church fathers answered this by affirming that God is 
always a loving father and remains a loving father for all people- both righteous 
and sinners.  As we sing at Pascha, “The light of Christ shines upon all” both in this 
world, and the next, God’s love for all is consistent.  It is we who, in a sense, 
choose our own judgment.  People who are open to God, who have made room 
for him in their hearts, who have developed positive spiritual attitudes and 
sensitivities, experience the radiance of God’s love as their greatest joy; but those 
who have separated themselves from God, who have imprisoned themselves in 
their own selfishness and passions, and have not worked to develop spiritual 
attitudes and sensitivities experience the same radiance as something unpleasant 
– even as a kind of ‘burning.’

The big difference between this life and “the age to come”, according to 
the Christian teaching, is that we presently live in what the ancients referred to as 
a “changeable” world.  The ‘age to come’ is taught as an “unchangeable world.”  
Therefore, at the end of this changeable world there is of necessity a final 
judgment, based not on some arbitrary ruling by God, but upon the disposition of 
each person’ s heart – what he or she has chosen to make of themselves.



Let’s take a look at how this shows up and is confirmed in today’s parable.  
When the king tells the ‘sheep’ that their charitable deeds were in fact done to 
him, they are puzzled.  It is obvious that they did not do these things out of an 
attempt to ‘buy off’ or get a reward from the king.  They were charitable out of 
genuine love for their neighbor.  The goats, however, reveal the self-serving spirit 
of their hearts with their defense for not being charitable.  Of course they would 
have behaved differently if they had known that it was for the king.  What slimy 
creeps.  But- do we not often do the same ourselves?

Today’s gospel clearly reveals that it is genuine love for God and for 
neighbor, a loving heart or soul, that is the sole criterion for eternal life, for what 
is called heaven.  If there is one message in the New Testament that is completely 
clear and unambiguous it is this.  The kingdom of heaven is gained not just by a 
change of belief or of behavior, but by a change of heart.  This change of heart is 
exactly what we are seeking to acquire during Lent. “Create in me a clear heart” 
we pray, “and renew in me a right spirit” (Psalm 50).

But, as St. Paul says in his letter to the Galatians, “Do not deceive 
yourselves, no one makes a fool of God.  A person will reap exactly what he 
plants.”  The gift of true, heart changing repentance must be actively sought.  
Wishful thinking will not do.  Nor should we think to presume upon God’s mercy.

Repentance is not something you can just order up from God like an item 
from Amazon.com. It is more like a gift from God that we can only get from him in 
person.  If we really want this repentance we are going to have to seek him out.  
Father Andrew Damick, in his book Introduction to God can, I think, be a big help 
to us in understanding what this means and what it requires from us.  He points 
out that any serious attempt on our part to “meet” God requires of us that we 
actively seek out those special places, “sacred spaces” physical, emotional and 
spiritual, where such meetings are most likely to occur.  “This kind of meeting”, he 
writes, “won’t work in the casual, distracted, hurried spaces that our hearts 
usually inhabit.”

Trying to inhabit such a sacred space is exactly what we are doing during 
Lent, with our fasting, long church services and almsgiving.  We are trying to 
inhabit a sacred space where the mystery of repentance can take place and our 
hearts be healed and made more fit for the Kingdom of Heaven, now and in the 
age to come.

However, we cannot wait to do alms until our hearts are made such that 
we will be able to stand at Christ’s right hand on that great and dreadful day.  
Despite our domination by self-centered calculation we are not utterly without 



humane feeling and this spirit can be increasing in us through deliberate and 
regular alms giving.  This is an absolutely necessary aspect of our Lenten exercise.  
St. John Chrysostom gives us a lovely metaphor for how important charity is: 
“Prayer and fasting without good works is like a ship that sails from port to port, 
with no cargo.”  Likewise St. James famously tells us that “faith without works is 
dead.”

Too many people leave charity to chance and thus charity remains undone.  
Here is a graveyard of good intentions – those feeble weak and fruitless ghosts of 
desire powerless to perform that we love to put such value upon.  “I didn’t 
actually do it but I meant to do something good so I am still a good person.” –
Pooh!

One excellent way of making sure this doesn’t happen to you is to take a 
certain regular amount of money out of your weekly budget and set it aside in 
cash in a charity jar.  Popadia and I do this all year long and double the amount 
during Lent.  Another way is to take the money you save by fasting and set that 
aside.  The key is to take it physically and put it by.  Then, when a need pops up 
you have funds already allocated.  Sometimes more is required but this at least 
lets you get started.  Don’t leave charity to chance.  How much should you give?  
C. S. Lewis had a great answer to that question.  It was, “more than you think you 
can afford.”

All right.  That is it for this morning.  May God inspire us all to seek a good 
repentance.  

Amen.  


