
The two Great Commandments - Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Christians find their model for genuine love in the person of Jesus Christ, 
who did not just talk about it but showed us the way of love by living it to the end. 
Jesus taught: “I give you a new commandment; love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. If you have love for one another then 
everyone will know that you are My disciples”.

In today’s Gospel Jesus tries to convey this teaching to the Jewish people by 
showing them that the greatest commandments of their own law had to do with 
love of God and love of neighbor. “On these two commandments” he says “hang 
all of the law and the prophets”. In other words, love of God and of other people 
was and is the whole purpose and meaning of their religion.

Many religious leaders and philosophers have talked about love but no one 
made it so central as Jesus did. Not one of the other great or small religions of the 
world has made love the essential message of their teaching and practice: not 
Islam, not Hinduism, not Buddhism, not Wicca or Paganism or New Age and 
certainly not the godless religion of materialistic progressivism.

All of us have heard, and perhaps even believed the popular opinion that 
“all religions really teach the same things – they may be different on the outside 
but in their essence they are much alike”. Although popular, this is in fact 
nonsense. As GK Chesterton famously pointed out, it would be truer to recognize 
they are more alike on the outside than on the inside. Religions are, after all made 
for human beings and people generally worship in much the same ways. Rather it 
is what or who we worship that differs. We do not all worship the same God. 
Allah, the Buddha Nature, the God-self, Gaia, Kali, the Force – none of these are 
the God of the Bible and none of them teach what the Bible teaches, love of God 
and love of one another.

The central and eternal message of Christianity, the glowing core of its 
existence, is love. Christians are people who understand that they must be 
disciples of love, students of love, people whose principle purpose in life is to 
learn how to love.



I must pause here to make what I think to be a necessary clarification. The 
word love has become so distorted and trivialized in our popular culture that we 
Christians cannot assume that people know what we are talking about when we 
speak about it. When the Beatles sang “Love, love, love, love is all you need”. 
They were not singing about Christian love.

Neither are we speaking of the kinds of love that are natural to most 
human beings; the ability to love a wife or a husband, a child, a friend or even 
oneself. Natural love like this can at best give us only a hint of the Divine love that 
is revealed to us in the person of Jesus Christ. For Christians, it is this natural love 
that is transfigured by Divine love, so much so that St. Paul calls the Christian 
person a new creature, a new creation in Christ.

What is Christian love? Christian love is God’s grace in action - what 
Orthodox Christians often talk about as God’s uncreated energies. Another way of 
saying it would be it is God’s life, doing what God does by nature; forgiving, 
healing, rejoicing and unifying people in a community of persons – which is the 
Church.

The Church Fathers and Saints frequently speak about the supreme value of 
Christian love, which is none other than the Holy love of Jesus Christ in us, in our 
hearts. As Christ enters our lives and we experience His presence in our hearts, 
we begin to glow with His love ourselves, our hearts become a spiritual banquet 
room where we feast on the love of Christ. Jesus said “The kingdom of God is in 
you!” His kingdom is a kingdom of life and light and love. As we grow and are 
gradually transformed by His grace and experience the Wedding Feast of God’s 
kingdom here and now, we receive the power to love others with Christ’s love.

This then is the ultimate purpose and goal of our worship - to commune 
with God the Father in our hearts through communion with Jesus Christ the Son, 
by the activity and grace of the Holy Spirit that has been gifted to us through the
Baptism of water and the Spirit. Christian worship is thus the primary means by 
which we seek to obey our Lord’s commandment that we love God and one 
another. By inviting God into our hearts through worship we affirm our 



acceptance of His invitation to join Him in the great Wedding Feast of His 
Kingdom.

I said earlier that, for Christians, job #1 is always learning how to fulfill 
Christ’s two great Commandments. St. Paul reminds us in his letter to the 
Corinthians “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels… and though I  
have the gift of prophecy and understand all mysteries and all knowledge and 
though I have all faith so that I could move mountains, but have I not love, I am 
nothing”.

Only Christ himself can give us this kind of love. As Christ enters our lives 
and we experience His presence, we begin to glow with His love. As we grow in 
His grace and experience the Wedding Feast of God’s kingdom here and now, 
here this morning, now in the worship of this Divine Liturgy, we receive the power 
to love others with Christ’s love. Invite the Lord into your heart this morning. Let 
your banquet with the King of love begin now.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, welcome to the Diving Liturgy, welcome to 
the feast of Christ, the feast of Divine Love.

Amen


