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     In St. Matthew’s account of today’s Gospel we hear that “many are called but 
few are chosen”. At first this may seem puzzling for us. Why would God call many 
but in the end only choose a few? The emphasis on God being the One who 
chooses can make it seem that God is somehow arbitrary and even capricious in 
His Judgements. 

      The same parable is told here in St. Luke’s Gospel except that here the decision 
is more visibly in the hands of those who are invited. It is their choice, with, oh, so, 
reasonable excuses, to refuse God’s Calling to His banquet. This is, I think, 
somewhat easier for us to understand.

     I find myself intrigued by Jesus’ rather frequent likening of the Kingdom of 
Heaven to a banquet. A joyous feast, not alone, but shared with a great company of 
other people who are all having a good time. Often, this feast is presented as a 
wedding banquet, a celebration of love and attraction between persons that results 
in a lifetime commitment. In this world, that commitment is one of both shared 
joys and shared sorrows. That is what life in this world is like; an admixture of joys 
and sorrows. But in the Kingdom of Heaven we are told that the sorrows vanish.       
We pray for our departed ones that they may be in a place of green pastures 
without sickness, sorrow or sighing.

      In the interpretation by many of our saints and in much of our Church 
hymnography, Christ Himself is the Bridegroom and human nature, humanity 
itself, is the Bride. The miracle of the Incarnation, which we celebrate at 
Christmas, is the beginning of this cosmic wedding ceremony which unites Christ, 
inseparably, to humanity. This wedding has, thus, taken place. The Banquet, has, 
thus, begun through our baptisms and chrimations. We are called to this Feast of 
Love. Every Divine Liturgy, every reception of Holy Communion, offers us the 
opportunity to share in this profound and joyful possibility.
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      In a way that will ever remain a mystery to us, the perfect, undiluted Life of 
Heaven, itself, becomes present in this imperfect, impure and changeable life. 
Heaven, which knows no sorrow becomes wedded to this sorrowful world in the 
Person of Jesus Christ – The Man of Sorrows. The Eternal Bridegroom takes to 
Himself a Bride; not because she is pure, but in order to purify Her by His 
Sacrificial Love. This is the Miracle that we celebrate at Christmas.

      This is, also, the Miracle that makes no sense to the wisdom of this world.      
St. Katherine, who by all accounts, was one of the most well educated and 
intelligent women of her time, withstood this worldly wisdom in her debate with 
the 50 philosophers who were sent by the emperor to reason her away from her 
Christian faith. 

      How I wish we had a transcript of that debate. Still, knowing what we do of 
ancient Greek philosophy, we can have a general idea of the “wisdom” with which 
she was confronted. The ancients all shared a more or less common cosmology and 
metaphysics based on such Greek thinkers as Ptolemy, Aristotle and Plato.These 
and most other philosophers of their time held that this material earth was, in a 
sense, the lowest level of reality in the universe. Earthly life was characterized by 
what they called changeability. Life here is changeable, impermanent, subject to 
death and corruptibility. They reasoned that reality, as experienced by people in 
this world, was, also, only a corrupted reflection of ultimately real and permanent 
truths. Above the earth were a series of increasingly real and stable “spheres” 
beyond which was only the “uncreated creator”.The idea that the uncreated creator 
could in any way participate directly in anything as impure and corruptible as 
earthly existence, let alone become a human person, was a logical impossibility to 
them. Thus, St. Paul could write that the Gospel of God Incarnate was “foolishness 
to the Greeks”. 

      The 50 philosophers who came to argue with St. Katherine were not fools, 
neither were they evil men. When St. Katherine revealed to them the Higher 
Philosophy of God’s Redemptive Love for humanity they were converted and were 
all martyred for their confession of Christ as the God-Man. 
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      St. Katherine’s faith was not based on her philosophy, however brilliant. Just 
the reverse. Her philosophy was enlightened by her faith. In a vision, she received 
a ring from the Lord Jesus Himself as a sign of her betrothal to Him. This ring 
remains on the hand of her relics on Mt. Sinai to this day. Here, again, we find the 
image of Christ as Bridegroom and humanity as Bride.

      The Church is, repeatedly, referred to in scripture and sacred tradition as the 
Bride of Christ. Just as it is a mystery how a man and a woman can become “one 
flesh” in Holy Matrimony without any loss of personal identity, so, also, the 
Church becomes not only one flesh with the God-Man Jesus but with all our fellow 
communicants – The Body of Christ. Thus, person by person, humanity itself is 
received into the Heavenly Banquet of celebration and joy.

      I think that if we will but reflect upon these things more often, if we will take 
these words of Christ and the Lives of His Saints to heart, we, too, will be granted 
a deeper vision of the Divine Miracle of what is called in our Church language, 
“The Incarnation”. 

      May God, in His Great Goodness, through the prayers of the Theotokos, of St. 
Katherine, of newly canonized St. Porphyrios (whose name day this is, also) and 
all the Saints, grant us this blessing as we prepare ourselves for the Great Feast of 
Our Lord’s Nativity.  Amen.


