
Fr. Philip’s Sermon the 20th Sunday after Pentecost

St Nicholas Velimirovic  tells us in his writings “the whole world is one long parable, 
made up of innumerable parables…All things that exist are parables, for they are all, like green 
leaves or layers, wrapped around the hidden kernel.  All that happens is the stuff of parables, 
for it is the clothing for the spiritual content.” He goes on “This world is indeed a poor sad 
place.  It is all haste and transience and he who seizes on it as something essential in itself will 
inevitably fall and cry out in pain and shame. But this world is (also) a rich treasury of teaching 
in parables, and he who understands the world and uses it in this way will not fall or be 
ashamed.”

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, here is great wisdom indeed.  Let us see if we can apply 
this wisdom to our study of today’s Gospel reading.  The study of Christ’s encounter with the 
possessed man definitely presents us with certain difficulties.  There is first of all the question 
of diabolic possession.  Do demons really exist? Jesus certainly believed in them, as did the 
people of His time and of many subsequent generations.  Yet modern people are faced with 
something of a quandary on this subject. It must be admitted that many human disorders that 
used to be attributed to diabolic influence have been revealed to have physiological or 
psychological causes.  What are we to think?

Sending the demons into the herd of swine also raises more questions for many than it 
answers, not the least of which involves the morality of abusing other people’s property. On the 
other hand PETA, people for the ethical treatment of animals will not see in this incident an 
example of Christ’s loving kindness to His creatures.  Even people of His own time were shocked 
and perhaps outraged by this incident. Such behavior calls out for explanation.

Now, in the old days when 95% of the people did not know how to read, Pastors like St. 
John Chrisostom would speak for hours in an attempt to explain these things and help people 
to discover the kernel of truth in the puzzling parables that the Gospel set before them.  For the 
Gospel itself is the very parable of all parables. Today however, people can read for themselves 
and do not have the patience for that kind of sermonizing.  In the short time that is allotted for 
the sermon each Sunday I can do little except hint at where the truth of these things might lay –
that and exhort everyone to undertake both the labor, the responsibility and the delight of 
their own search for meaning.

So consider this: In today’s Gospel we meet ‘Legion’ the demoniac.  His life is possessed 
by a multitude of evils that drive him away from the society of his fellow human beings and 
even make him a danger to them. He can represent for us all of the frenzied passions of the 
disordered soul; anxiety; fear; lust; distrust; hatred; fury; malice; suspicion; cynicism; despair; 
anger and resentment. He is perpetually tortured to the point that all reason, all hope, indeed 



all humanity has fled from him. He can be for us a chilling reminder of the degree to which 
human psychosomatic collapse can and does occur.

Consider this also, that what is true for individual persons is likewise true for human 
societies.  Dostoyevsky, in his novel “The Possessed” uses today’s Gospel of Legion as a parable 
to illustrate what he saw taking place in 19th Century Russia.  He identified the evil spirits with 
the modern ideologies of Nihilism, Socialism and revolution that were percolating in Russian 
society, particularly among the Intelligentsia. He prophesized that these ‘demons’ would so 
madden the people as to drive them, like the swine, into the abyss of societal collapse and an 
epoch that could only be described as a ‘hell’.  Some members of this Congregation have 
experienced something of the aftermath of this ’hell’.  You should ask them to tell you about it.

Lastly, and on a somewhat more positive note, consider this; Christ is clearly presented 
as the cure for all of these evils. Yet, it is impossible not to notice that He is currently being 
expelled from our country by our modern Gadarenes. Thus what has happened to Legion 
himself and what Christ then tells him to do have an important message for us today. Legion is 
a Gadarene himself and after cleansing him of the evils that have possessed him, Christ sends 
him as a witness to those same people who are rejecting Jesus.

The majority of Christians are in fact not called to “follow Jesus” in the sense of 
becoming itinerant disciples, clergy or abandoning the world as monastic’s; but we all have an 
ordinary apostleship to practice in our daily surroundings, in the spheres of our family and 
work. Apostle means witness and all who have been touched by Christ and healed of at least 
some of the evils that torment us are called to bear witness, not of ourselves but of Him.  
Neither eloquence nor great intelligence is needed for this ministry. It is open to the humblest, 
no special charisma is required.  All it calls for is a spirit of sincerity and devotion.

I was talking with a person the other day who said that he felt unable to represent 
Orthodoxy to others; he had so many questions.  Few of us are, in fact, gifted with either the 
ability or the authority to catechize others.  Yet all of us who are in the Church are called to be 
witnesses to the fact that Christ has touched our lives and that as a result of His Blessing, 
(which continues to touch us), we have been liberated from slavery to our own, personal 
demons.

St Nicholas again writes; “Placed in this world man is as though encompassed by a sea of 
God’s Wisdom in parables”.  How many times do we hear Jesus saying, “He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear”? God willing, we will look into this matter a bit more next week when the 
Church holds up before us the living parable of Jairus’s daughter and the woman who was 
healed by touching the hem of Jesus’ Garment.

May God grant us all the healing touch of the Master’s Hand this morning.




