
23rd. Sunday after Pentecost, Nov. 12 2017. 
 
     For a couple of weeks now we have been thinking about St. Paul's great Christian affirmation from 
his letter to the Galatians; ".... I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives 
in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 
for me." With these few words the Apostle expresses the essence of what it means to be a Christian. 
Thus, this is an affirmation that all of us, who claim to be Christians, can and indeed need to make for 
ourselves. It is the truth about both who we are, and at the same time the truth about who we are still 
struggling to fully become. 
 
     It is the truth about who we are because we have also been crucified with Christ through Holy 
Baptism and continue to be crucified with Him through the daily dying to self-will that obedience to His 
commandments requires of us. Christ truly now lives in us through the gifting of the Holy Spirit, His Holy 
Spirit that has been given to us though Holy Chrismation and is quickened in us, once again, though our 
efforts to "walk in His Commandments." So, also, the life we now live is a life of Faith in the Son of God, 
whose love for us and self-sacrifice for us builds up in us His life in us through Holy Communion in the 
Eucharistic Banquet. 
 
    St. Paul, in his epistle to the Ephesians, which was read this morning, tells us that all of this is a gift 
from God: "By Grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God." 
As we consider the significance and good effects of this gift, not just for ourselves but upon the 
condition of human existence in the history of the world, our sense of gratitude and appreciation for 
Gods Goodness cannot help but grow and deepen. For two thousand years now this "Gift of God", 
which is the God-Man, Jesus Christ, has acted as a leaven of Goodness in the lives of countless and 
diverse people and societies -- and always those people and those societies have been benefited and 
the level of their humanity has been raised. Raised, not perfected. Often far from it, but always improved 
and benefited. 
  
     And what of our own lives? Who among us cannot recognize in ourselves an improvement in our own 
humanity and the quality of our character because of Christ's Presence in us? Are we perfected? Surely 
not. Are we benefited? Surely yes. 
 
     The Gift of God is also a gift that "keeps on giving." Although we have been given this gift it is not a 
"thing" that we can have or not have but rather the gift of a person with whom a relationship must be 
developed. The entire Orthodox Christian Tradition, embodied in the life of the Church, provides us with 
the means of cultivating and deepening this relationship with Christ, Who is in His Church (it is His Body) 
and is in us. Worship, prayer, vigil, fasting, almsgiving and as St. Seraphim tells us, "every good work 
done for the sake of Christ" all enable us to acquire the Spirit of Christ in us. And, low and behold, an 
opportunity to do exactly those things will soon be with us, the Nativity Fast. Those who recognize the 
reality of the Church, not just as an organization, but as the living Body of Christ, have come to 
appreciate doing these things as a community, a community of persons which includes Jesus Christ 
Himself. Indeed, it is Jesus who joins us when we join Him through living in harmony with the practice of 
His Church. 
 
     Reflecting upon all these good things from God we can with genuine gratitude enter with a right spirit 
into the worship of the Church this morning. The Holy Eucharist that we offer each Sunday means 
gratitude and thanksgiving in the original Greek "eucharistos" WE have all been blessed with Gods Gift, 
we are being blessed even now as we gather in God's Temple, and with "Faith and Hope And Love" we 
know that we will continue to be blessed, for we have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer we 
who live, but Christ lives in us; and the life we now live we live by faith in the Son of God, who loved us 
and still loves us, who gave himself for us and continues to give Himself for us , right here and now this 
morning. 
 

So, Let us lift up our hearts, 
And, Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 

Amen. 


