
 SUNDAY of THE BLIND MAN   2017 
 
    In St. John's Gospel, Jesus tells us, "I am the Light of the world" and also, "Whoever 
follows me will have the light of life and will never walk in darkness.” One of St. John's 
major themes is this contrast between light and darkness and this contrast is 
powerfully illustrated in the Gospel story of the man born blind. 
 
   In the Bible, blindness is often used as a metaphor to express the human condition 
of estrangement from God and the Kingdom of Heaven. In that sense we are all "born 
blind". The image of the man cured of this condition through his encounter with Christ 
is thus one of universal significance. 
 
   The Orthodox hymns for this Sunday beautifully express the Church's understanding 
of this significance and our response to it: 
 
            "Christ our God, Son of Righteousness, beyond all understanding, O Thou who 
in touching him didst open the eyes of the man born blind, open the eyes of our souls 
and make us children of the Light." 
 
         Also," I come to thee O Christ, the eyes of my soul blind as the man born blind, 
and in repentance I cry to Thee, Thou art the Light of Supreme Brightness for all who 
are in darkness." 
    Physical sight and all the other physical senses enable us to experience the physical 
world directly. So also our rational faculty and its physical organ, the brain, allows us to 
experience the mental world of thoughts, feelings ideas and imagination. It is the idea 
of "direct experience" that I want to emphasize here. In the teaching of the Church it is 
the proper function of the Soul to directly experience God and the Kingdom of Heaven, 
to "see God' in the same way Adam "walked with God" in Paradise. Salvation in the 
Orthodox teaching is nothing less than the restoration of this state of Being. 
 
     Today's Gospel presents us with a wonderful image that can help us see into the 
process of this restoration and what our expectations should be. Particularly, the story 
of the man born blind and his healing reveals some important aspects of the process 
we know in Orthodoxy as P.I.D.--- Purification, Illumination and Deification. Lets take a 
look. 
 
     The Story concludes with the man's confession of Christ, not only with words but 
with a particular action-he falls down and worships Him. Nott only have his physical 
eyes been opened but his spiritual "eyes" as well. This is what we will be most 
concerned with. The man "sees" Christ for who He really is, the Son of God and 
worships Him. I would suggest to you that this worship of the true God, in the person 
of Jesus Christ is in fact what we mean by the term Deification. 
 
      Just as the physical "seeing’ of this worlds beauties can and do uplift us to 
moments of profound pleasure and happiness, so also does the illumination of the 



soul, the opening of the spiritual sight of man, bring forth an even more sublime 
awareness of the beauties of the Kingdom and of God Himself. For those whose hearts 
have been purified the only possible response to this "vision" is adoration, expressed 
as worship. 
 
      Recognizing this wonderful truth lets look at how the blind man gets there---for this 
will also show us something of how we might get there also.     
 
       Worship is certainly the only appropriate mode of any possible human Communion 
with God. There is no possibility of anything like equality here. Thus worship is the 
most evident "sign” or indication of what is meant by the term Deification. The story of 
the man born blind reveals much about the processes of Purification and Illumination 
as well. 
 
       First, even while still blind, the man obeys Christ by going to wash in the Pool of 
Siloam - which means, sent. In a way, Christ's first commandment to all who would be 
healed of their blindness is " go and wash! Just as water can purify the body, so 
repentant obedience purifies the soul. Obedience is also one of the best evidences that 
our repentance, desire for healing, belief, hope and trust in God is genuine. Jesus tells 
all of His disciples "If you love me, keep my commandments." This is Purification. 
 
       The second stage of the blind mans experience illustrates what is meant by 
Illumination. Following Christ’s instructions his eyes are opened and for the first time 
he sees. Then what happens? Trouble. Remember what happened to Jesus Himself 
after His Baptism by St, John? Temptation. The newly illumined Christian will soon 
discover for him or herself why in the Baptismal Service he or she is called a Newly 
illumined warrior of Christ. Christian life in this world is such a struggle that it is likened 
to war. And it is war. 
 
       We, like the blind man will encounter enmity from those whose lives are still rooted 
in the delusions of the spiritually blind. Jesus tells us, “If they have hated me, they will 
hate you also. “Sometimes this enmity will even come from "old friends” or family 
members. Beyond all outward opposition, however, there will invariably arise an inward 
opposition to our efforts to be faithful to the new life and to Christ Himself. And here is 
where our illumination reveals not only the Goodness and Beauty of Christ and His 
Kingdom, but the tragic effects that our previous domination by sin has had upon our 
character. 
 
        In order to persevere in the illumination that has been given us most of us will 
need to do some serious work. Our goal must be to acquire the simplicity, humility and 
courage that the blind man reveals in his encounter with the hostile Jewish Elders. The 
time of Illumination, blessed as it is, is also a time of testing and trial. This is the "stage' 
of spiritual life that we as Baptized and Chrismated Christians are experiencing, some 
more, some less intensely. 
 



       We should also be aware that the condition of Illumination can be increased by 
effort or diminished by neglect. It can even be lost altogether. It is those who in "fear 
and faith and love" overcome the temptations that assault them, as did the blind man, 
that Christ "finds again" and invites into the even deeper Communion with Himself that 
is Deification. 
 
       In conclusion, lets try to practically apply these lessons tour daily lives as 
Orthodox Christians. Happily the Church provides us with a pattern of weekly spiritual 
life that reflects these realities. Each week provides us with the opportunity to 
experience this process of soul healing. By obedience to Christ’s commandments in 
the circumstances of our daily living we repeatedly "wash" our souls, Daily time spent 
in prayer according to a "rule" or established routine, reading and study of the Holy 
Scriptures and writings of spiritual people, regular self examination, counsel and 
Confession, keeping the fasts and a program of regular charitable giving all puts 
"wheels” on the ideals and good intentions of keeping Christ’s Commandments. Living 
in this Orthodox Way will help us not only to keep our Illumination but increase it. This 
is the kind of repentance that builds up the new Life of the Holy Spirit. 
 
     Then, to cap it all off we gather each Sunday for Worship, for adoration, for 
Communion with Christ Himself, which is Deification. 
 
      People often ask, "What is the proper way to prepare for receiving Holy 
Communion?” There really is only one possible answer-- all of the above. To really 
worship God in "Spirit and in Truth "we must avoid all inclinations towards religious 
formalism, or what may be even worse, religious minimalism. Life in Christ is Life. 
Today the blind man who sees stands before us as a reminder and a way shower. Let 
us emulate his obedience, his humility, his courage and his adoration. Like him we 
"once were blind" and like him, "now we see" Let us then worship Christ in Spirit and 
in Truth, 
                         For, Christ is Risen! 
	  


