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Good Morning! May the Blessings of this festive day be with us all.

            Like the ascetics of Father Zosimas’ monastery that we read about in the 
life of St. Mary of Egypt, we have spent the last forty days in the desert of 
repentance. We have tried, to the best of our ability, to imitate them by putting into 
practise the words of St. Ephraim’s Prayer. “Grant that I may see my own failings 
and not condemn my brother.” This is the spirit of the Great Fast.

      And like those ancient Christians, we re-gather now for the Saturday of 
Lazarus and the Feast of Palm Sunday. Like they say in Vegas, ‘what we have 
done during Lent, stays in Lent’. What we have not done, also stays in Lent.               
For better or for worse, here we are again. Some have been wise, some have been 
foolish. Some of us may feel that we have made some spiritual progress. Others 
may wonder if they are not, in fact, perishing. Still others may lament the fact that 
circumstances of life have prevented them from ‘doing Lent’ at all. Whatever your 
personal situation and condition may be, on behalf of the Orthodox Church and as 
its most unworthy minister, I welcome you here today.

      Welcome, Friends of God. The troparion for this day says it so beautifully.             
“Today the Holy Spirit has gathered us together”. We are here today because God 
is Good and the Lover of Mankind. It is His desire that we gather to honor the 
beginning of Our Lord’s Passion. The troparion continues, “and we all take up Thy 
Cross and say, ‘Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord’.                  We, 
unworthy, wounded and wicked as we are in our fallen humanity, are yet gathered 
here. Not to take up our own crosses but to take up His. To walk a little way with 
HimWho has come to carry our unbearable burden. That is what we will try to do 
here during Holy Week. 
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Welcome, Friends of God. Not one of us is superfluous. We are gathered by the 
Holy Spirit. This is the beginning of Holy Week. The week begins with a Feast and 
ends with a Funeral. We are supposed to be here. Do you remember Metropolitan 
Joseph’s letter to us at the beginning of Great Lent? How he emphasized the 
importance of being in the right place at the right time to receive God’s Blessing?  
Well, this is the place. This is the time.

      Today we sing, “Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord.” We might 
wonder how it is that we, the created,can offer blessing to Him Who is the Creator 
of All. St. Nicodemos the Hagorite helps us understand this by pointing out that the 
word ‘blessing’ has a double meaning in the Scriptures. When used by man 
towards his Creator it has the meaning of glorification and thanksgiving. St. 
Nicodemos also teaches that the original meaning of the Hebrew word, ‘Hosanna’ 
was, ‘Save now, we pray’. Father Lev Gillet writes that at the time of Christ it had 
become simply a cry of joy or welcome. As it is still, usually, understood to be, by 
many Christians even to this day. Originally, however, the implications of this term 
were precisely Messianic, having to do with the calling forth of the Savior. The cry 
of “Hosanna” by the people is, thus, highly prophetic.

      So it is that we begin the most sacred week of the year. It is for this that the 
Holy Spirit has gathered us together. Le us all make very effort to participate in the 
mystery of this sacred journey to Pascha. The best way to do this is to attend as 
many of the Holy Week services as possible. Let us not be scattered, but rather, 
continue to be gathered together by the Holy Spirit. Do not sell yourselves short.   
God will give you strength for this if you ask Him.

Please try to remember that this Church you are a member of is a mystical and 
living being, where the created and uncreated worlds touch one another in a real 
way. To observe Holy Week is not just to remember the events (however 
important) that happened long ago. By participating in the liturgical life of the 
Church we touch and are touched by the reality of those things that are 
commemorated. We enter into contact with a timeless time that is always Now and 
always Today.
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      Holy Week is an opportunity for us to be with Jesus during the most important 
week in the history of the world. A week that, literally, changed the world and 
continues to change the world. Today we rejoice at the Coming of the Savior. 
When tomorrow is Today we will see and hear what He does and teaches in the 
Holy City and the Temple, attending Him at the Last Supper, in the Garden and 
before Pilate. Those moments will, also, become Now for us, until we, too, stand at 
the Foot of the Cross and weep with His Mother.

      Friends of God, do you wish to understand the Christian religion?                 
Lay aside your wordly cares and distractions and be with the Church in Her most 
sacred hours.  Do not let the world, the flesh and the devil cheat you out of this 
blessing.Without Holy Week, there is no Resurrection. Not then, not now, not ever.

      Today the Holy Spirit has gathered us together. We do not just “come to 
church”. We are the Church, when we are so gathered. Today we take up the 
burden of the Cross, with Christ, for the Love of the world. Today, we sing,       
“Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord”. We recognize Him at last.  
That this Jesus is more than any man has ever been. And we, too, cry with joy, 
“Hosanna – Save us, we pray.”

       May the Blessings of this Day lift us up, no matter what our condition has 
been, and inspire in our hearts the thought and desire that nothing is more 
important than to be with Him at this time. Amen.


